
Bill Haman, who is always there 
when the City needs some help, has 
been named Sugar Creek’s Truman 
Heartland Community Foundation’s 
Citizen of the Year Civic Award for 
2020.

Over the course of about 20 
years, Haman has been the man 
behind numerous efforts to improve 
LaBenite Park, a favorite place of 
his, as well as other popular spots 
around town.

Haman worked with the Missouri 
Conservation Department to get a 
grant to improve the access road 
and boat ramp at La Benite Park; 
Supervised and completed the move 
of more than 60 sycamore trees 
from south of the levee into the area 
north at the park; organized and 
completed the rehabilitation of the 
large shelter house at the park; orga-
nized and completed the planting 
of 100 hardwood trees at the park; 
worked to remove a large collection 
of plastic trapped behind a sand bar 
between the Missouri River and La 
Benite Park.

He organized and lead the effort 
to design and build the La Benite 

Trail. The 1.75-mile trail took a year 
to flag, clear and place wood chips. 
It has proven to be an ongoing effort 
with the need to clear downed trees 
and remove litter.

He completed a grant application 
of $50,000 for the construction of an 
ATV trail at La Benite Park. Because 
the city could not get the necessary 
insurance for the trail, the grant 
money was returned.

Other efforts have included:
• Serving as president of “Clean-

Up” to achieve a positive settlement 
with BP to remediate the old refin-
ery, which was a multi-year effort.

• Organizing clean-up, with vol-
unteers from La Farge, to remove 
litter from Sugar Creek and the 
Elizabeth Street tributary.
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The City will be hosting a food drive starting August 
10th running until September 12th. The drive is being 
put on in conjunction with CCRC. We are looking for 
non-perishable food donations, household items (clean-
ing supplies) as well as personal hygiene items. There 
will be three collection locations. City Hall, Public 
Works main office, and the Police and Fire building.

Once the items have been collected there will be a 
drive-thru distribution event at the Onka Hall parking lot 
September 26th. We encourage anyone that has experi-
enced hardships in the recent months to come to the 
hall and collect a parcel. We will also be able to deliver 

packages to those that are mobility challenged, or are in 
a group that is more susceptible to the COVID virus. To 
make arrangements for services to be delivered, please 
contact Jack Sparks at 816-252-4400 ext. 1137.

The CCRC has worked for years to support those in 
our community that are being underserved, and in need. 
Any excess donations will go to fill their pantry, so they 
can continue their work of bringing up those around 
them. 

If you are interested in making a monetary donation, 
please direct those to CCRC and Deb Merrick at 816-
896-7046.

Drive-Thru Food Distribution September 26

Haman Named As 2020 Citizen Of The Year
Bill Haman



FROM THE DESK OF MAYOR MIKE LARSON...
Council Meeting Minutes 07/13/2020

• The regularly scheduled Council 
Meeting began a 6:00 p.m. The Mayor 
asked for a moment of silence for two 
Sugar Creek residents who had passed. 
Mr. Chuck Moore, brother-in-law to Mr. 
Mitch Bosley, long time Sugar Creek resi-
dent and 20-year employee. The Mayor 
also asked those present to remember the 
life of Mr. Delmar Seger who passed on 
Saturday.

• The Consent Agenda was passed 
unanimously followed by six bills present-
ed to the Board which all passed unani-
mously. The first bill authorized payment 
to the Certificate of Participation Fund.

• Bill #2, amended a bill passed by 
the Council on October 23, 2017. The 
Sugar Creek bill was intended to match 
the wording of the Jackson County bill 
concerning appointed officers of the PACE 
board. The new bill amended the word-
ing in the Sugar Creek bill to match the 
wording in the Jackson County bill. This 
will allow the formation of a PACE district 
which will allow residents to make energy 
improvements to homes and businesses 
and pay off the loan through increased 
property tax payments.

• Bill #3, approved an agreement for 
the band at the next Fourth Friday in 
the Concert series. Bill #4, approved an 
agreement between the City and Jackson 
County for the reimbursement of coronavi-
rus expenditures by the City.

• The next two bills were passed unani-
mously after the New Evidence Public 
Hearing. Bill #5, approved a Final Plat of a 
Sugar Creek subdivision in the City along 
US 24 Highway. Bill #6, approved a Site 
Development Plan for a new Dollar Tree 
store to be located at 11416 and 11410 E. 
US 24 Highway.

• The Mayor began his activity report 
for the last three weeks with a short 
explanation of the PACE group. 

• With the August Primary approach-
ing, the Mayor has met with two of 
the three Democratic candidates for 
District 19. District 19 covers parts of 
KC, Independence and Sugar Creek. 
Specifically, the area covered in Sugar 
Creek extends from Willow on the West 
to Sterling on the East and from US 24 
Highway to the Missouri River. The Mayor 
met with Ms. Phyllis Hardwick and Mr. 
Wick Thomas. Both seem capable and 
energetic. 

• In video presentation about Medicaid 
Expansion, the point was made that if 
Amendment #2 passes in August, an addi-
tional $1 Billion dollars will be reallocated 
to Missouri to be used to help pay for 
hospital bills that the patient either can’t 
pay for or can only partially pay for. There 
will be no addi-
tional cost to 
the State. 

• The Mayor 
wanted everyone to 
know there would be 
significant changes 
to the Truman 
Heartland Toast 
of the Town and 
the Gala. Sugar 
Creek’s citizen of 
the year for 2020 is Mr. 
Bill Haman.

• Alderman Steffen 
asked about a City sign 
at the corner of Gill and 
River Blvd. Mr. Layton said he would take 
care of it. 

• Alderman Sagehorn confirmed with 
Mr. Loving the old Dollar Tree had been 
sold. The Alderman wanted to know if a 
lien for $37,000 had been attached to the 
property before sale. This amount was 
spent after the collapse at the north edge 
of the building causing a compromise to 
the sewer system. 

• The Alderman also wanted to make 
it known the residents to the north of the 
old Dollar Tree were still experiencing 
increased water flow during heavy rain 
events and wanted to know what could 
be done. No clear-cut solution was deter-
mined at this time. 

• City Administrator Casey notified 
everyone Mike Onka Hall renovations 
were essentially complete. Mr. Casey 
wanted to compliment Public Works on 
a stellar job of cutting and placing stone 
at the NE end of the concrete wall of the 
patio. This has truly been a “Creeker” 
project. Wil-Pav demoed and installed 
the new concrete. Central Plains donated 
the concrete. Mr. Tim Olah provided the 
metal for the roof and installation even 
completed some of the work himself. Roy, 
the Rock Man, provided the knowledge 
and manpower to wrap the columns with 
cultured stone. 

• Mrs. Dickerson mentioned the August 
Sweet Talk feature story would be about 

the Seger brothers. The City Clerk wanted 
everyone to know the Building Official 
position had been placed on INDEED. The 
City Clerk position has also been placed in 
the August Sweet Talk. Progress is being 
made with upgrading the City Code of 
Ordinances.

• Mr. Layton asked if serious 
thought could be given to return-
ing to infrastructure, specifically 
repairs to the sewer system in 

Sugar Creek. The question 
was asked how 
much more do 

we need. The 
answer is in 
the neighbor-

hood of $500,000. 
Discussion of 
options included 

a bond issue, 
cashing in 
investments, 

or seeing if 
PACE would be 

able to help out our Municipality. No final 
decision was made at this time. 

• Mr. Loving, sent out 9 bid requests to 
demolish the building at 917 N. Sterling. 
I will have a summary ready at the next 
Council Meeting.

• Mrs. McGhee noted utility revenues 
continue to go up and down. Up when 
money comes in from customers and 
down when bills have to be paid like to 
Independence Water Company. We are 
holding our own and doing ok. Budget 
work has begun and will continue to 
be fine-tuned throughout August and 
September.

• Chief Richardson announced busi-
ness inspections were almost complete. 
Residential inspections are being sched-
uled. As this process begins, we may 
run into situations which may have to 
be worked out on an individual basis. 
Hospitals are expecting a very rough flu 
season and are gearing up with extra PPE 
material. The Fire Department will begin 
to stockpile what they can to be prepared.

• Mr. Sparks wanted the Aldermen’s 
opinion on having an August Concert in 
the Park. The Car Show and the Fourth 
Friday Concert were tied together but now 
the Car Show has been cancelled. A deci-
sion will be made soon. Seeing no further 

–– See “From Mayor Mike Larson’s 
Desk” on page 4
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Fire Department
FIRESIDE CHAT– If you have ever called 9-1-1 for an emergency 

response, you know that minutes can feel like hours when you’re 
waiting to here those sirens arrive to assist in your emergency. All of 
the Sugar Creek Fire Department’s drivers on all 3 shifts spend count-
less hours studying the city’s streets for a quick emergency response 
(lights and sirens). The Department logs all emergency response times 
for every call the Department runs. It’s a source of pride for each shift 
to have above average response times.

 When it comes to emergency response, several variables factor into 
the equation.

• Time of day
• Location responding to and/or from
• Traffic/construction
• Vehicles needed
• Accurate address or location given
As a citizen, there are small things you can do to assist first 

responders arriving to your emergency and make contact as quickly 
as possible. Please ensure the proper size numbers are visible and 
displayed properly. When you have lived at the same address for a 
number of years, you rarely pay any attention to your house num-
bers (address). For Police Officers, EMS, and Fire units that may be 
responding to your house in the event of an emergency, your house 
numbers are what they are looking for.

Make it a point to LOOK and ENSURE that:
• All of the numbers are correct and secured to your residence.
• Numbers are a lighter color than the paint of the residence. 
• If at night, numbers can be lit by a light source.
• Numbers are large enough to be seen easily from the street.
• Any landscape vegetation has grown over them limiting visibility.
As always, if you have any questions or concerns please contact the 

Sugar Creek Fire Department via phone or at the station located at 
1001 Heroes Way. Stay safe...

–– Lieutenant Brandon Smith, Sugar Creek Fire Department

Public Works
KNOW YOUR ROOTS– When European settlers arrived in the 

Kansas City area, the natural landscape looked significantly differ-
ent than it does today. Sweeping prairies and oak savannas covered 
almost 90 percent of the land, while hardwood forests and wetlands 
made up the remaining 10 percent. Today, prairies make up only 2 
percent of the region’s land.

The Kansas City area has grown from a small settlement on the 
banks of the Missouri river into a major center of commerce, industry 
and transportation. Urban development practices continue to alter the 
natural landscape that historically defined our region. The design of 
new roads and rooftops, and the introduction of non-native species 
of plants, grasses and flowers reduce nature’s ability to absorb rain 
water, increasing stormwater runoff that pollutes our streams, lakes 
and rivers.

What’s the problem? The dense clay soils in our region make it 
difficult for water to soak into the ground quickly. Native plants have 
deeper root systems that substantially increase the ability of soil to 
absorb and retain water. As natural vegetation is replaced with popu-
lar turf grasses, less stormwater is absorbed into the ground, leading 
to more stormwater runoff and water pollution.

Facts about non-natives. Most lawns in the Kansas City region are 

planted with non-native turf grasses like fescue. While these grasses 
are attractive and colorful, their short roots do not absorb and filter 
water effectively. This is one factor that contributes to increased levels 
of polluted stormwater runoff that enters rivers, lakes and streams 
untreated. Non-native lawns also require more mowing and water-
ing than native landscapes. The following are some facts about lawn 
maintenance and how it impacts the environment:

What can you do? Landscaping with native plants is a great way to 
reduce the amount of run off that leaves your property. Native plants 
are trees, shrubs, flowers, grasses, ferns and other plants that originate 
and evolve in a region over time. These plants adapt to local climate 
and ecological conditions. Native plants have deep roots which can 
penetrate the native soil to depths of up to 16 feet! During the dry 
summer months native root systems reach deep into the ground to 
find water, which is why native plants are more drought resistant 
than non-natives. Replacing lawns with drought-tolerant native grass 
is another way to improve drainage and reduce runoff. Most turf 
grasses are high maintenance, especially during drought conditions, 
but native buffalo grass is an effective alternative because it is low 
maintenance, increases infiltration and is drought resistant due to its 
long roots. Turf grass roots are 1-2 inches long, while buffalo grass has 
roots that reach up to 6 feet!

NEWS FROM CITY DEPARTMENTS
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business, the Aldermen voted unanimously 
to move into closed session. In closed ses-
sion, two personnel issues were discussed 
and an economic development situation was 
discussed. The Aldermen voted to move out 
of Closed Session, into open session and 
voted to adjourn at 7:47 p.m.

Council Meeting Minutes 07/27/2020
• The Council Meeting began promptly 

at 6:00 p.m. After the Pledge of Allegiance 
and a quorum was established, the Consent 
Agenda was approved unanimously. 

• In business from the floor, Mr. Duane 
Seals recommended the City restart the sewer 
system updates. The longer we wait the more 
it is going to cost and in some places the 
work that has already been done may be in 
jeopardy if repairs upstream and downstream 
are not looked into. Over $200,000 has been 
spent on repairs with about $600,00 more 
needed to complete the worst of the chal-
lenges. 

• A second business from the floor ques-
tion was asked by Mr. Jack Lasater. He 
applauded the City’s efforts to give employ-
ees adequate pay in the last three years. Mr. 
Lasater raised the question, “Isn’t it time to 
raise the Aldermen and Mayor’s pay?”

• Seeing no further business from the 
floor, the Mayor began asking for approval of 
two bills. The first bill asked for approval to 
transfer money from the Parks and Rec Sales 
Tax Fund to the General Fund to pay for 
repairs and improvements to Mike Onka Hall 
or to the Sugar Creek Gymnasium. The bill 
passed unanimously. The second bill asked 
for approval to levy a special tax against a 
business formerly located at 10610 U.S. 24 
Highway. The bill passed unanimously. The 
third item was the renewal of a blasting 
permit for Audobon Materials LLC. The item 
passed unanimously.

• The Mayor reported the Concert in 
the Park on July 24 was a huge success. 
About 75 rock and roll fans listened to the 
tunes of John Jarvis and the NTC Band. 
Social distancing was demonstrated with 
the Kenney Family gathering in the alley 
overlooking Well’s Park. At least three fami-
lies pulled into the Moose gravel parking 
lot, lifted the hatches on their SUVs and 
camped together as families. This was also 
a fund raiser for Sugar Creek Police officer, 
Amanda Akers. Over $1400 was raised. 

The Mayor announced that Sugar Creek 
and Independence and the City of Martin, 
Slovakia have agreed in principal to form a 
sister city agreement. 

• Alderman Mikulich asked Mr. Layton 
about a steel plate that had slipped and fell 
partially into the hole. Second, the Alderman 
asked about a dead tree at the corner of an 
alley between Scarritt and Claremont. Lastly, 
Alderman Mikulich asked about the mow-
ing machine used to clear bushes, grass and 
small trees along roadways and alleys. Mr. 
Layton said that arm machine was damaged 
and beyond repair. Mr. Layton will get at 
least three bids on a replacement.

• Alderman Steffen asked Captain Loring 
if tall grass/weed signs could be placed 
at a property at the corner of Felton and 
Claremont. Captain Loring said he would get 
on it.

• Alderman Ray asked if a resident could 
add additional gravel to his gravel drive. Mr. 
Loving replied that his interpretation of the 
hard surface ordinance is that any improve-
ment to a driveway must be made with 
asphalt or concrete. Using gravel is a viola-
tion.

• Alderman Sagehorn asked Captain 
Loring about a house on Ridge Drive 
that regularly parks the tractor part of an 
18-wheeler in the drive. The Alderman raised 
questions about a house on Claremont that 
parks a tree trimming truck in the drive. 
Captain Loring said the house mentioned is 
on the nuisance list and officers report there 
regularly. Alderman Sagehorn reported the 
house across the street from him has tall 
grass. 

• City Administrator Casey told the 
Council an application for FEMA funds to 
recoup expenses to repair Cement City road 
had been denied based on the classification 
of the road. The City Administrator contin-
ued that the Court Administrator relayed a 
message from the Presiding Judge to keep 
courts closed until further notice due to pan-
demic. Mr. Casey reported that the Sullivan 
Painting Company will be finished with 
the Gym the week of July 31. On or about 
August 18, the gym floor work will begin. 
As former Fire Chief, Mr. Casey then took a 
moment to recognize Chief Richardson with 
a letter of recognition from the State Fire 
Marshall.

• Mr. Layton reminded everyone to sign 
the banner for Amanda Akers located at the 
corner of Heroes Way and Sterling Ave.

• Mr. Loving reported that Mr. Shannon 
O’Brien had been recommended to fill a 
vacancy on the Planning and Zoning Board. 
When asked, Mr. O’Brien agreed to fill the 
position and has completed a volunteer 
form. The Aldermen voted unanimously to 

approve the nomination. Mr. Loving stated 
there are 7 requests to demolish the danger-
ous building located at 917 N. Sterling. 4 
responses were returned by the deadline of 
7/24. The high bid was over $34,000. The 
low bid from Wilson Wil-Pav was $22,5000. 
The Aldermen agreed to offer the contract to 
Wil-Pav so they can put the job on their cal-
endar. An ordinance will be brought forward 
at the next Council meeting.

• Finance Director, Mrs. McGhee, remind-
ed the Board budget work had begun. 
Several trial budgets will come out over the 
next few weeks. The county will produce 
the city tax levy soon. At the next Council 
Meeting, there will be a public hearing to 
announce the tax levy the County has cre-
ated for Sugar Creek.

• Chief Richardson showed examples of 
Fire t-shirts he hopes will create another 
fund raiser for Officer Amanda Akers. The 
Chief reported the County had sent the City 
over 500 Ty-Vex Suits and three boxes of 
gloves. City Administrator Casey added the 
County had sent the City 5000 masks which 
we will bag and distribute 10 per bag for cus-
tomers that come to City Hall.

• Parks and Recreation Director Jack 
Sparks asked if we could bring back the City-
Wide garage sale the weekend of September 
11-13. The Aldermen voted 4-0 to approve 
the City-Wide garage sale. Mr. Sparks asked 
if Sugar Creek could sponsor a food drive 
with the assistance of the CCRC. Last, Mr. 
Sparks asked if the walking program could 
start back up at Mike Onka while work 
continues on the Gym. Open Mike Onka 
M-W-F from 8am – 10am beginning the first 
of August. The Aldermen agreed this was 
another good idea. 

• Seeing no further business, the Mayor 
asked for a motion and second to move 
into closed session. The Aldermen voted 
unanimously to move into closed session 
to discuss personnel matters and matters is 
litigation. The Aldermen approved the filling 
of three positions. A matter of litigation was 
discussed but no decision was made. The 
Council then voted to move out of Closed 
Session. A motion was made and seconded 
to adjourn at 7:36 p.m.
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• Being a founding member of “Go Sugar Creek,” an organization 
that accepts donations to work on the exterior of homes belonging to 
residents who need assistance.

• Being a founding member of the Sugar Creek Community Garden.
• Being a member of both the parks advisory committee and the 

Sugar Creek Community Development Committee for two years.
• Removing litter for 20 years from portions of Elizabeth, Gill and 

Sterling streets as part of the Adopt-a-Street program.
• Helping organize and complete the rehabilitation of the Harrison 

Park restrooms, which included a new room, painting inside and out, 
installing ADA doors, approaches and fixtures.

• Volunteering to help paint the interior of Onka Hall.
Most recently he helped placed 10 coronavirus masks in Ziploc bags 

at City Hall to distribute to residents.
Haman was born in Chicago and later moved to Clay County. He 

and his wife, Carolyn, have lived for 32 years in a house it took him 
15 years to build here in Sugar Creek.

He is retired from ARMCO, where he worked in sales and produc-
tion planning.

When not working on projects around town he enjoys morning 
walks and afternoons playing water volleyball.
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NEIGHBORLY NEWS
Life of Segar Remembered

Delmar Roy Seger 81, of Sugar Creek, 
Missouri passed away on July 11, 2020.

He was born in Stony Hill, Missouri but 
lived most of his life in the Sugar Creek 
area. He was a 1957 William Chrisman 
High School graduate. He is survived by his 
wife of 59 years, Virginia (Martin) Seger of 

the home. He is survived by two children and their spouses: 
Suzanne (Kevin) Strathman, rural Alma, Missouri, Amy (Jerry) 
McNary, Orrick, Missouri. Along with 20 grandchildren and 7 
great-grandchildren, and brothers, Gary (LaDonna) Seger and 
Dennis (Patricia) Seger of Sugar Creek, Missouri. 

He is preceded in death by a daughter, Julianna Seger, in 
1976, a grandchild, Julianna Elizabeth Cloe in 1984, his parents, 
Roy Chester in 2004 and Esther Elizabeth (Gast) Seger in 2012. 

He was owner and operator of Seger Landscaping for over 50 
years. He was a member of several antique car clubs. 

 At the library...
SEPTEMBER 2020

The library remains 
closed, but patrons can 

still reserve books and 
other library materials and pick 

them up in the library lobby Monday 
through Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. with our Pop In Pick Up 
contactless pickup.

ALSO... The After Lunch Book 
Group now meets virtually on the 
second Thursday of each month 
(September 10th) at 3:00 p.m. Visit 
www.kclibrary.org for additional  
book group details. 

BILL HAMAN RECEIVES CIVIC AWARD 
n continued from page 1

ANNUAL SEWER BILL 
ADJUSTMENT

Residential sewer customers will have their annual sewer bill
adjustment reflected on their August bill, which will be
received in September. This will be the customer’s new

sewer rate for the next year. The sewer bill adjusted based on
an average of the customers six month winter water usage.

–– Marline Gonzalez, Utility Billing Clerk ––  

• A L L  R E S I D E N T S ,  P L E A S E  N O T E •
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